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17th July 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
As we near the end of the term, I wanted to write with an update on our preparations for the 
start of the new academic year in September. 
As you will know, the Government has now begun to further relax some of the lockdown 
restrictions, and as part of that announced that all schools will be re-opening for all pupils 
from September on. 
This decision has been driven by a decrease in the number of Covid-19 cases, together with 
the “test and trace” system now being up and running. Public Health England has also made 
clear that the risk to children continues to be low. 
For our part, we’ve been putting together our plans on how to do that safely: 
 
First day of term 
The first day of term for Castle Academy is Thursday 3rd September however due to the 
need to put in place new routines for our children we will be staggering the return. We will 
also be operating staggered start times until further notice. 
 
Class Start Dates 
Lynx (FS2)- Visits on 3rd and 4th September 
Starting school from the 7th September (parents will be contacted separately.) 
Tigers (Year 1) Thursday September 3rd 
Leopards (Year 2) Thursday September 3rd 
Jaguars Wednesday September 9th 
Cougars Monday September 7th 
Pumas Thursday September 3rd 
 
Staggered Start and finish times, school entrances and site map 
To manage the flow of students entering the building and to maintain class-bubbles, please 
follow the start and finish times attached. Please follow this link to the school website: 
https://www.astreacastle.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Castle-Academy-Entry-and-exit-
from-September-3rd-2020.pdf 
Please do not cross the school site to get to the other gate. 
 
Visiting the school site 
Please do not enter the school site without permission. If you need to speak to a member of 
staff then please contact the school office to make an appointment. I am mindful that this is 
not normally how we would operate but please be assured that all messages will be passed 
onto the staff and they will get back to you as soon as possible 
 
Uniform 
Children should wear normal school uniform. On PE days we will ask the children to come to 
school wearing their sports kit (black/ grey jogging trousers/ jacket and white tee shirt and 
trainers.) Your child’s teacher will confirm PE day. 
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How we will be managing social distancing 
The Government has made clear that they expect schools to operate a bubble system. At 
Castle Academy this means each class will remain in their class bubble for the school day. 
For KS2 pupils P/E, Spanish and Science will be taught within the class bubble. 
 
Dining 
Lunch will be eaten in classrooms. School lunches are still available so please follow the 
normal procedure for ordering these. 
 
Curriculum 
We will be engaging the children in settling in and well- being activities for the first few days. 
We will share these with you on our daily post. We will then begin to assess where the 
children may have gaps in knowledge and plan lessons enabling children to close these. 
 
Use of Public transport 
Please remember that if you use public transport, it is the law that you must wear a face 
covering when travelling in England unless exempt.  
 
What to do if a case of COVID is confirmed at home 
We ask that you only send your child into school if they are well. If they have any of the 
Covid symptoms (a high temperature, a new, continuous cough, or a loss of taste or smell) 
then they should not come into school and you should arrange for them to be tested. 
Anyone coming into contact with someone with COVID should self-isolate for 14 days.  
We will continue to keep our detailed risk assessments under review over the summer 
holidays and in preparation for welcoming all pupils back from the beginning of September.  
As ever, all of our decisions focus on the safety and wellbeing of our pupils and our staff. 
Alongside this we are keen to welcome all pupils back so that we can get back on track with 
everyone’s learning as soon as possible. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support to the school. As ever, if you have any questions please 
do get in touch.  
 
Have a lovely summer and I look forward to seeing you in September. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Mrs Mason 
Executive Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


