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RATIONALE:  

 
At Castle Academy we aim to promote independent learning and raise attainment through target 
setting, marking and giving children opportunities to respond to verbal and written feedback.  
We are also mindful of the research surrounding the effective use of feedback and the workload 
implications of written marking and therefore in our practice we are aiming to maxmimise the 
effectiveness of our feedback and marking. 
 

PURPOSES: 

 To further children’s learning; 

 To increasingly empower children to take responsibility for improving their own work - 
Written comments should only be used as a last resort for the very few children who 
otherwise are unable to locate their own errors, even after guided modelling by the teacher; 

 To give children feedback either within the lesson itself or it in the next appropriate lesson. 

 To contribute to the school’s wider assessment processes which enables teachers to gather 
assessments that enable teaching to be adjusted both within and across a sequence of 
lessons. 

FEEDBACK AND MARKING PRACTICE:  

Feedback What it looks like? Evidence 

Immediate   Teacher gathering feedback from teaching within the course of the 
lesson, including mini-whiteboards, bookwork, etc.  

 Takes place in lessons with individuals or small groups  

 Often given verbally to pupils for immediate action 

 May involve use of a teaching assistant to provide support of further 
challenge  

 May re-direct the focus of teaching or the task 

Lesson observations 
Learning walks 

Talking to children about 
their work 

Summary- 
end of a 

lesson/task 

 Often involves whole groups or classes  

 Provides an opportunity for evaluation of learning in the lesson  

 May take form of self or peer- assessment against an agreed set of 
criteria  

 May take the form of a quiz, test or score on a game  

 In some cases, may guide a teacher’s further use of review 
feedback, focusing on areas of need  

 In Maths when appropriate pupils can use the mark scheme to self-
mark.  

 In Writing pupils can use checklists and targets to assess own 
work. Pupils can use colour coding to highlight a pattern of errors  
 

Lesson obs/learning walks 
Some evidence of self –and 
peer-assessment 
Quiz and test results may 
be recorded in books or 
logged separately by the 
teacher 

Feedforward: 
‘the next 
step is the 
next lesson’ 

 For writing in particular, often a part of the next lesson will be spent 
giving feedback to the class about strengths and areas for 
development, and giving time for development areas to be worked 
on and improved through proof reading and editing their work. 

 Brilliant blue and Think Pink will be used minimally to indicate a key 
strength or a key error (not minimum expectation errors- these are 
for children to correct using our Great Writer’s Toolboxes.)  Marking 
codes in Appendix 1 used to indicate supported work. 

Lesson 
observations/learning 
walks  
 
Evidence in books of pupils 
editing and redrafting their 
work in green pen 
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Appendix 1- used as aide memoirs and displayed in class. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Summative  ‘Check it’ activities 

  End of unit or term tests or quizzes 

Test results 
Check it activities in books 

Great Writer’s Toolbox- EYFS 

 Correct letter formation. 

 Correct number formation. 

 Capital letters and full stops. 

 Finger spaces. 

 Taught spellings to EYFS -'What makes a successful sentences'  

Great Writer’s Toolbox- Year 1 and Year 2 

 Correct letter formation. 

 Correct number formation. 

 Capital letters and full stops. 

 Finger spaces. 

 Correct taught spellings. 

Great Writer’s Toolbox- Key Stage 2- Years 3 and 4 

 Date correctly written. 

 Correct letter formation. 

 Correct letter joins. 

 Correct number formation. 

 Capital letters and full stops. 

 Correct punctuation for the year group- ?   !  ,  “  “ 

 Correct taught spellings. 

Great Writer’s Toolbox- Key Stage 2- Years 5 and 6 

 Date correctly written. 

 Correct letter formation. 

 Correct letter joins. 

 Correct number formation. 

 Capital letters and full stops. 

 Correct punctuation for the year group- ?   !  ,  “  “  (   )   :   ;  - 

 Correct taught spellings. 
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Appendix 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Castle Academy agreed standards of presentation in all workbooks- April 25th 2018- amended Nov 20 

1. All workbooks will be clearly and neatly labelled. 

2. All work will be dated (number date in Maths books, full date in English book.) We will encourage children to write 

this themselves as soon as possible. 

3. Each activity will have a clear learning objective/ title. (LO) In FS 2 this will be expressed as WALT-We are learning to. 

4. Some activities may lend themselves to using a success criteria sheet. These will be filled in appropriately. 

5. Children will be taught to use a joined handwriting style from Year 2. 

6. FS2, Year 1 and Year 2 children will write in pencil.  

7. Year 3- 6 will write with a pen. Children will work towards earning a pen licence. 

8. In maths books one number will be written in each square. 

9. Children will correct mistakes by putting a line through the error and then continuing. This gives teachers an 

understanding of the child’s thought process. 

10. We will only use neatly stuck in worksheets if they are the most appropriate method of recording. 

The following codes are to be recorded in the top right hand corner of the page to indicate the level of support given. Where there 

has been additional intervention, this needs to be identified alongside the code. 

IW Pupil worked on this independently-used if appropriate to the child/activity 

T Pupil worked on this with the support of a Teacher 

TA Pupil worked on this with support of a Teaching Assistant 

G Pupil has taken part in a guided group (accompanied by T or TA) 

SI This work is self-initiated-used if appropriate to the activity 

VF Pupil has received verbal feedback 


