
Weekly Newsletter– Autumn  1 Week 5 
Tuesday 4th October 2022 

Dear parents/carers, 
Time seems to be going so quickly– October has arrived already! As we start to feel and see the signs of changing 
seasons, we are pleased to share that our Forest School area has been developed and the outdoor classroom ar-
ea is nearly ready for use. In memory of Mrs Monaghan, we will be calling the structure ‘Flo’s Barn’. 

 
A huge thanks goes to South Yorkshire Community Payback who have worked weekends to 
make over the Forest School area and have also renovated the field across from the school, 
known as Castle Meadow, which we are planning to use more frequently to enhance the cur-
riculum this year. 
 
October also marks ‘Black History Month’ across the world and we will be exploring the 
theme of ‘Time for Change: Action Not Words’ throughout the month ahead.  

Parent Partnership 

Reading Morning: 

This term we are going to trial hosting reading mornings every 

Thursday morning between 8.30am and 8.55am in the Hall ra-

ther than alternating Mondays and Fridays. This is a great oppor-

tunity to share a book with your child/ren and make sure their 

Reading Record is up to date in order to earn their reading stick-

ers to collect our reading milestones throughout the year. 

 

 

Y6  SATs  Information Meeting for Parents–  

Thank you to everyone who attended last Monday. If you were unable to 

attend, please contact the office for details and to arrange collection of 

resources for pupils. 

THIS WEEK: Y4 Multiplication Check Information 

Meeting for Parents 

Wednesday 5th October at 3.30pm and 5.00pm.  

Refreshments and FREE resources for pupils. 

Coming soon... 

• Y1 Phonics Screening Information Meeting for Parents 

• Key Stage 1– Read Writ Inc. Parent Workshop 

• Homework Information for Parents 

• Early Year Foundation Stage Information Meeting  

Census Day 

This Thursday is census day.  
This is important because it is the day 
when all the financial calculations are 

made for 2023/24. One of the things the DfE does 
is give schools money for Universal Infant Free 
School Meals based on the number taken on cen-
sus day.  
We would really appreciate your support so that 
all children on Free School Meals and all infants 
(FS2, Y1 and Y2) have a meal as this would really 
help the school. Remember all meals for FS2, Y1 
and Y2 are free!  

Space Adventure Menu: 
BBQ beef or veggie meatballs with mini potato as-
teroids, green and orange space rocks (peas & car-

rots), followed by warm raspberry ripple crater 
cake or space rocker chocolate crispie cake. 

 
If your child would prefer, cheese or ham sand-
wiches are also available as an alternative. For 

those children who are usually packed lunch, why 
not order a school sandwich for lunch and you 
could always send their favourite packed lunch 
supplements with them to go with their school 

sandwich! 
 

Similarly, if you think you might be entitled to 
Free School Meals, please contact the school     

office team– especially years FS2, Y1 and Y2 who 
sometimes don’t feel the need to register as chil-

dren already get free meals in Key Stage 1. 
Every FSM child brings in £1,385 to the school, 

which is very important for school budgets. 
 

Nationwide, we are all experiencing a cost of liv-
ing crisis and every little we can do to ensure 

school has access to sufficient funding from the 
government will be beneficial to all pupils. 

Contact Details: 

Station Road, Conisbrough, Doncaster, DN12 3DB. 

Phone: (01709) 513010            E-mail: admin@astreacastle.org 

www.castleacademy.org 

Executive Principal: Mrs Ann-Marie Mason Head of School: Miss C. Blagden 



 

Celebration Assembly 

Each week class teachers choose two pupils who have demonstrated our school values to receive a certifi-
cate in our weekly Celebration Assembly. 

  

 

Eva 
  

Louisa 

For showing empathy towards others and always being the first person to offer her support to 
others. 

For showing curiosity in her learning about fruit and vegetables and asking really good questions 
to try and find out some more information. 

Kaius 
 

Poppie 

For demonstrating tenacity by never giving up and showing a enthusiasm for learning both in 
school and at home.  

For demonstrating curiosity by reading extensively and asking interesting questions to extend 
her knowledge of a subject.  

Ellis 
Paisley 

For demonstrating aspiration by setting himself targets during lessons to increase his pace.  
 

For showing tenacity by being resilient in her handwriting since coming back in September. 

Brody 
 

Freya 

For demonstrating tenacity by showing resilience in all areas of his learning.  

For demonstrating tenacity by constantly trying her best and facing all challenges particularly 
in Maths.  

Olly J 
 

Niall 

For being a good friend and excellent role model and always working hard and completing 
tasks to the best of his ability.   
For demonstrating an outstanding attitude towards learning in Year 6 - listening to feedback 
and making amendments to improve his work as appropriate. 

Attendance and Punctuality                                       
 

Whole School Attendance: 94.2%↑ 
 

This is below National expectation of at least 96% 

Remember doors open at 8.30am. Make the most 
of learning and ensure that all children are in 

their classrooms ready to learn by 8.40am.  
Doors close at 8.40am and any children arriving 
after this time will need to enter via the school 

office and will receive a late mark in the register. 

Class attendance: 

FS2 87.5%↓ 

Year 1 96.7% ↑ 

Year 2 100%↑ Well done! 

Year 3 90.9% ↓ 

Year 4 90% ↓  

Year 5 96.6%↑  

Year 6 95.0%↑  

Team Points 

We have relaunched the Team Point system within 
school. We have renamed the teams to reflect inspi-
rational figures who demonstrate our school values 
of Scholarship, Curiosity, Tenacity, Aspiration and 

Empathy. 
 
 
 

Year 6 Team Captains are meeting with Miss Blagden 
this week to discuss opportunities for team activities 
and rewards. More information to follow next week. 

Team Weekly Total: Running Total: 

Bronte   

Marie-Curie   

Mandela   

Lincoln   

Ghandi   

FS2 are looking forward to taking part in their first Celebration Assembly on Friday 



School Council– Macmillan Coffee & Cake 

Our oldest members of the School Council hosted the first charity event of the academic year on Friday 30th 
September and raised an impressive £94.85 for Macmillan Cancer Support.  

 
Thank you to everyone who supported the School Council 
with this event by donating and purchasing refreshments.  

This week School Council will be planning for Harvest and Halloween in school, as well as considering 
school improvement priorities. More to follow in next week’s newsletter. 

 

French at Castle Academy 

Mrs Morley has been teaching us all about European Day of     

Languages through our assemblies and also organised a French 

themed enrichment session for all classes as we launch our new 

French curriculum at Castle Academy. 

 

 

 

We have been learning about French culture and using our geographical 

knowledge and skills to locate France and find out about significant land-

marks. 

 To finish off the enrichment session, each class enjoyed the opportunity to 

explore French cuisine with a ‘French Feast’ of croissants, brioche, crepes and 

madeleines on the menu.  

 



Dates for your diary 

October 

3rd October—INSET DAY– school closed. 

5th –Y4 Multiplication Check Information Meeting– 

3.30pm & 5pm 

6th - Autumn Census Day 

20th– Halloween Disco  

21st- Harvest & Scarecrow Festival 14.00pm; School Closes for Half Term 

22nd- New FS2 for September 2023 Open Morning (10am-12pm) 

W/b 24th—HALF TERM HOLIDAY 

31st –INSET DAY– school closed. 

November  

1st - Pupils return to school 

 

School Uniform Reminder 

At Castle Academy, our uniform consists of: 

• Red jumpers/cardigans. (Red  or grey hoodies  are not part of school uni-
form) 

• White polo t-shirts, shirts or blouses. 

• Grey trousers or grey skirts or pinafore dresses (Grey leggings and jogging 
bottoms are not part of our school uniform and should not be worn in school). 

• Jewellery- only one pair of stud earrings are permitted (Other items such as 
rings, necklaces are not permitted in school). 

• Black school shoes or trainers (No coloured trainers are permitted). 

• Remember we are encouraging the return of bringing a red book bag to 
school everyday 

Here is the link to our school  uniform  shop https://myclothing.com/castle
-academy/6295.school  

We understand that purchasing uniforms can be a costly affair at any time, 
however, during the current cost of living crisis this is likely to be even 

more difficult for many families. Please do contact the school office if you 
are experiencing difficulty in providing uniform and we can check our ‘Pre 

Loved Uniform’ stock and support you discretely. 

Key Assessment Dates 

It is extremely important that every pu-

pil has the opportunity to complete stat-

utory assessments and we strongly dis-

courage families from booking holidays 

during term-time, especially during as-

sessment periods. 

FS2- Baseline Assessments- Sep-

tember/October 

Y1- Phonics Screening Check- Week 

of Monday 12th June 2023 

Y2- Key Stage 1 Assessment- May 

2023 

Y4- Multiplication Tables Check- 

June 2023 

Y6- SATs Monday 8th May to Thurs-

day 11th May 2023 

PE Kit Reminder 

When does my child have PE? 

FS2– Thursday 

Y1– Monday & Wednesday 

Y2– Monday & Wednesday 

Y3– Tuesday & Thursday 

Y4– Monday & Wednesday 

Y5– Monday & Thursday (Th-swimming) 

Y6– Thursday & Friday 

Your child is expected to come dressed  smartly 

in their PE kit on specified days. 

• A plain white T-shirt 

• Black shorts/jogging bottoms 

• Black trainers/pumps 

• Red jumper/cardigan 

• Earrings are not permitted during PE 

 

Extended School Provision 

Breakfast Club– everyday at 8am costed at £1.50 per session. 

Afterschool Clubs:   At present all afterschool clubs are free of charge. Bookings must be made via MCAS. 

Monday– Key Stage 2 Football (3.15pm-4.15pm) 

Tuesday– Key Stage 1 Multi-Skills (3.15pm-4.15pm) 

Wednesday– Forest School Club (3.15pm-4.00pm);  Key Stage 1 & 2  Cross Stitch Club (3.15pm-4.00pm) 

Thursday– Key Stage 1 & 2 Craft Club (3.15pm-4.00pm) 

https://myclothing.com/castle-academy/6295.school
https://myclothing.com/castle-academy/6295.school


 

Paper based spelling sheets 

will also be sent home. The 

class teachers will let par-

ents know which day spell-

ings will be sent as this 

may differ from class to 

class. 

Online learning platforms 

such as Spelling Shed and 

Sumdog will still be availa-

ble for children to access 

from home if they wish. 

Homework At Castle Academy 

At Castle Academy, we believe that homework is an essential part of pupils’ learning. In line 

with National Curriculum requirements, homework is set and children are encouraged to, and 

expected to establish good homework habits from the beginning of their school life.  

Last Summer we consulted with parents and pupils about homework. We agreed that children 

will receive weekly paper-based homework that will be sent out every Thursday and collected 

the following Thursday.  

All children in school are expected to read at least 4 times each week. They are rewarded with 

reading stickers and prizes for achieving the different reading milestones. 

Homework Club 

We will also be 

providing opportuni-

ty for children to get 

help with homework 

during school time if 

required. Homework 

Support Club will be 

on a Wednesday 

lunch time. 

At Castle Academy, we recognise the 
importance of developing a sound 
partnership between parents and 
children with reference to children’s 
learning. 

Parental engagement in reading has a 
positive impact on average of four 
months additional progress for chil-
dren. 
Home learning activities, such as 

practicing writing and Maths, are also 

linked to improved outcomes for chil-

dren. 


