
Weekly Newsletter– Autumn  1 Week 4 
Monday 26th September2022 

Dear parents/carers, 
This week we will be marking ‘European Day of Languages’ in school by relaunching our 
Modern Foreign Languages (MFL) curriculum. Previously we have studied Spanish, howev-

er, we are now going to be learning French across the school. 
Although MFL is only a requirement within the Key Stage 2 curriculum, we 
start to expose our children to languages from as early as FS2. Mrs Duffty will 
be introducing our youngest children to Henri the Bear who will teach the 
children greetings in French this half term. 
As part of the MFL curriculum, we also aim to give children opportunities to 
study French culture and the children will be enjoying a French themed En-
richment session on Friday this week. 
 

Attendance and Punctuality                                       
 

Whole School Attendance: 93.5%↑ 
 

This is below National expectation of at least 96% 

Remember doors open at 8.30am. Make the most 
of learning and ensure that all children are in 

their classrooms ready to learn by 8.40am.  
Doors close at 8.40am and any children arriving 
after this time will need to enter via the school 

office and will receive a late mark in the register. 

Class attendance: 

FS2 88.8%↓ 

Year 1 93.4% ↑ 

Year 2 93.2%↓ 

Year 3 91.3% ↓ 

Year 4 94.9% ↓ 

Year 5 93.4% ↑ 

Year 6 94.8% ↑ 

Parent Partnership 

Reading Morning: 

This term we are going to trial hosting reading mornings every 

Thursday morning between 8.30am and 8.55am in the Hall ra-

ther than alternating Mondays and Fridays. This will start THIS 

WEEK and is a great opportunity to share a book with your 

child/ren and make sure their Reading Record is up to date in 

order to earn their reading stickers to collect our reading mile-

stones throughout the year. 

 

 

Y6  SATs  Information Meeting for Parents  

Monday 26th at 3.30pm and 5.00pm.  Refresh-

ments and FREE resources for pupils. 

Y4 Multiplication Check Information Meeting for 

Parents 

Wednesday 5th October at 3.30pm and 5.00pm.  

Refreshments and FREE resources for pupils. 

Coming soon... 

• Y1 Phonics Screening Information Meeting for Parents 

• Key Stage 1– Read Writ Inc. Parent Workshop 

• Homework Information for Parents 

• Early Year Foundation Stage Information Meeting  

Extended School Provision 

Breakfast Club– everyday at 8am costed at £1.50 per 

session. 

Afterschool Clubs: 

At present all afterschool clubs are free of charge. Book-

ings must be made via MCAS. 

Monday– Key Stage 2 Football (3.15pm-4.15pm) 

Tuesday– Key Stage 1 Multi-Skills (3.15pm-4.15pm) 

Wednesday– Forest School Club (3.15pm-4.00pm) 

             Key Stage 1 & 2  Cross Stitch Club (3.15pm-4.00pm) 

Thursday– Key Stage 1 & 2 Craft Club (3.15pm-4.00pm) 

INSET DAY– 3rd October 

School will be closed on Monday 3rd October for 

staff training. Children will be back in school as nor-

mal on Tuesday 4th October. 



School Council 

Welcome to our new school councilors who have been elected by their classmates to represent them on 
School Council and host Class Conferences: 

Year 1– Charlotte & Olivia; Year 2-Noah H & Poppie; Year 3– Hasan & Esme; Year 4– Tosia & Carter; 
Year 5– Rio C and Sophie ; Year 6– Charlotte & Len James 

We held our first meeting of the new school year last week and discussed school improvement ideas as well 
as organising some events for the school community.  

 

 

 

The School Council will be hosting their first event on Friday 30th September with a Macmillan Coffee 
Event at 2.45pm in the school hall. 

Congratulations! 

We are all sending our congratulations to Mrs Morley who is expecting a 
new arrival to the Morley household over the festive season.  

 
Mrs Morely will be leaving to go on maternity leave at the end of the Autumn 

term and we are currently in the process of recruiting a new teacher for Year 4 to 
cover the maternity and will keep you updated once we have appointed. 

 

Celebration Assembly 

Each week class teachers choose two pupils who have demonstrated our school values to receive a certifi-
cate in our weekly Celebration Assembly. 

 

Karter 
George 

For always asking questions and trying to further his knowledge in his lessons.  
For trying his hardest to be the best learner especially in RWI. 

Eva 
Michael 

For having an excellent attitude to learning and putting 100% effort into Read Write Inc. 
For having an enthusiastic approach to Maths lessons, contributing and helping others. 

Noah  
 

Emily 

For showing aspiration by come into Year 3 with a mature attitude to learning and starting his 
Key Stage 2 journey in a positive way.   

For showing scholarship by using her reasoning and problem solving skills when comparing 
numbers using the correct vocabulary.  

Hollie 
 

Tosia 

For empathy. Hollie has been a great friend to children in the class this week, encouraging them 
to try their hardest, especially during the cross country. 

For aspiration. Tosia has been trying to improve her handwriting across all of her learning books. 

Hadley 
Hiranur 

For demonstrating tenacity by showing resilience in swimming.   
For demonstrating tenacity by over coming fears and showing determination during our swim-

ming session.  

Xane  
 
 

Mason 

For demonstrating outstanding curiosity and a positive attitude to learning. You have made fan-
tastic start to Year 6! Well done.  

For displaying outstanding tenacity. You have shown amazing resilience and a can do attitude 
towards your learning. Well done. 



Dates for your diary 

September 

26th– Y6 SAT Information Meeting– 3.30pm & 5pm 

30th - MacMillan Coffee Event 14.30pm 

October 

3rd October—INSET DAY– school closed. 

5th –Y4 Multiplication Check Information Meeting– 3.30pm & 5pm 

6th - Autumn Census Day (more information to follow) 

20th– Halloween Disco 

21st- Harvest & Scarecrow Festival 14.00pm; School Closes for Half Term 

W/b 24th—HALF TERM HOLIDAY 

31st –INSET DAY– school closed. 

November  

1st Pupils return to school 

Station Road, Conisbrough, Doncaster, DN12 3DB. 

Phone: (01709) 513010               E-mail: admin@astreacastle.org 

www.castleacademy.org 

Executive Principal: Mrs Ann-Marie Mason    Head of School: Miss C. Blagden 

School Uniform Reminder 

Thank you for your continued  support in ensuring the children are wear-
ing the correct uniform from the onset.  

At Castle Academy, our uniform consists of: 

• Red jumpers/cardigans. (Red  or grey hoodies  are not part of school uni-
form) 

• White polo t-shirts, shirts or blouses. 

• Grey trousers or grey skirts or pinafore dresses (Grey leggings and jogging 
bottoms are not part of our school uniform and should not be worn in school). 

• Jewellery- only one pair of stud earrings are permitted (Other items such as 
rings, necklaces are not permitted in school). 

• Black school shoes or trainers (No coloured trainers are permitted). 

• Remember we are encouraging the return of bringing a red book bag to 
school everyday 

Here is the link to our school  uniform  shop https://myclothing.com/castle
-academy/6295.school  

We understand that purchasing uniforms can be a costly affair at any time, 
however, during the current cost of living crisis this is likely to be even 

more difficult for many families. Please do contact the school office if you 
are experiencing difficulty in providing uniform and we can check our ‘Pre 

Loved Uniform’ stock and support you discretely. 

Key Assessment Dates 

It is extremely important that every pu-

pil has the opportunity to complete stat-

utory assessments and we strongly dis-

courage families from booking holidays 

during term-time, especially during as-

sessment periods. 

FS2- Baseline Assessments- Sep-

tember/October 

Y1- Phonics Screening Check- Week 

of Monday 12th June 2023 

Y2- Key Stage 1 Assessment- May 

2023 

Y4- Multiplication Tables Check- 

June 2023 

Y6- SATs Monday 8th May to Thurs-

day 11th May 2023 

PE Kit Reminder 

When does my child have PE? 

FS2– Thursday 

Y1– Monday & Wednesday 

Y2– Monday & Wednesday 

Y3– Tuesday & Thursday 

Y4– Monday & Wednesday 

Y5– Monday & Thursday (Th-swimming) 

Y6– Thursday & Friday 

Your child is expected to come dressed  

smartly in their PE kit on specified 

days. 

• A plain white T-shirt 

• Black shorts/jogging bottoms 

• Black trainers/pumps 

• Red jumper/cardigan 

• Earrings are not permitted 

during PE 

 

https://myclothing.com/castle-academy/6295.school
https://myclothing.com/castle-academy/6295.school


 

Paper based spelling sheets 

will also be sent home. The 

class teachers will let par-

ents know which day spell-

ings will be sent as this 

may differ from class to 

class. 

Online learning platforms 

such as Spelling Shed and 

Sumdog will still be availa-

ble for children to access 

from home if they wish. 

Homework At Castle Academy 

At Castle Academy, we believe that homework is an essential part of pupils’ learning. In line 

with National Curriculum requirements, homework is set and children are encouraged to, and 

expected to establish good homework habits from the beginning of their school life.  

Last Summer we consulted with parents and pupils about homework. We agreed that children 

will receive weekly paper-based homework that will be sent out every Thursday and collected 

the following Thursday.  

All children in school are expected to read at least 4 times each week. They are rewarded with 

reading stickers and prizes for achieving the different reading milestones. 

Homework Club 

We will also be 

providing opportuni-

ty for children to get 

help with homework 

during school time if 

required. Homework 

Support Club will be 

on a Wednesday 

lunch time. 

At Castle Academy, we recognise the 
importance of developing a sound 
partnership between parents and 
children with reference to children’s 
learning. 

Parental engagement in reading has a 
positive impact on average of four 
months additional progress for chil-
dren. 
Home learning activities, such as 

practicing writing and Maths, are also 

linked to improved outcomes for chil-

dren. 


