
Weekly Newsletter– Autumn  1 Week 2 
Monday 12th September2022 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
As we opened our doors last week with great excitement to see the children return to 
school after the summer holiday and look to the year ahead, it was with great sadness 
that we all learned of the death of Queen Elizabeth II. On Friday we gathered together 
to hold a special assembly in school to pay tribute to the lifetime of dedication, duty, 
and service that Her Late Majesty gave to the country and to the Commonwealth.  
Our thoughts continue to be with the Royal Family in their great loss. Queen Eliza-
beth II will forever serve as an example and inspiration to us all. 
 
As you may know, there will now a period of national mourning, which we will of 
course respect. School will remain open during this period but there may need to be 
some adjustments to our usual routines, and we will let you know details of these, 
when they are confirmed. This will include to update you of any changes at school as 

a result of the funeral – details of which have yet to be announced. 
 
We will be speaking with the children through Class Conference and School Council this week to discuss 
ways in which we could pay tribute as a school community and 
it has been touching to see the children begin to find their own 
ways of expressing themselves at this sad time. 
 
We appreciate some students may be more affected by this sad 
news than others. We will ensure they are supported appropri-
ately. Should you have any concerns about your child, please do 
not hesitate to get in touch in the usual way. 

Miss Blagden 

Attendance and Punctuality                                       
Whole School Attendance: 94% 

This is below National expectation of at least 96% 

Remember doors open at 8.30am. Make the 
most of learning and ensure that all children 

are in their classrooms ready to learn by 
8.40am.  

Doors close at 8.40am and any children ar-
riving after this time will need to enter via 

the school office and will receive a late mark 
in the register. 

Class attendance: 

FS2 Coming next week... 

Year 1 91.1% 

Year 2 92.4% 

Year 3 95.7% 

Year 4 95.5% 

Year 5 93.1% 

Year 6 95.7% 

Jenson’s Lego model of the Queen 

We Are Conisbrough 

To start the school year we are launching a whole school 

topic ‘We are Conisbrough’ where we will be studying the 

rich history of our community.  

Our History and Geography leaders (Miss Kelly and Mrs 

Cope) have created a programme of study to enable each 

class to focus on a specific aspect: 

FS2– Taking first class photo for the school museum. 

Y1– Castle Academy & Homes 

Y2– Conisbrough Castle 

Y3– St Peter’s Church 

Y4-River Don & Viaducts 

Y5– The Glassworks and impact of closures. 

Y6– Denaby and Cadeby Colliery Disaster and closure im-

pact. 

Year 1 to Year 6 will be going out on Local Walks this week 

in order to further enhance their learning. We look forward 

to sharing the outcome of our work with you in the coming 

weeks. 

 



Dates for your diary 

September 

W/b 12th– Y1 to Y6 Local Walks 

13th– Year 6 Drug Awareness Talk 

21st—Year 3 Fire Safety Talk 

22nd -School Photos, incl. family photos. 

26th– Y6 Bikeabiliy 

30th - MacMillan Coffee Event 14.30pm 

October 

6th - Autumn Census Day (more information to follow) 

20th– Halloween Disco 

21st- Harvest & Scarecrow Festival 14.00pm; School Closes for Half 

Term. 

W/b 24th—HALF TERM HOLIDAY 
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School Uniform Reminder 

It has been great to welcome the children back into school and see how 
smart they all look in their school uniforms! Thank you for your support in 
ensuring the children are wearing the correct uniform from the onset.  

At Castle Academy, our uniform consists of: 

• Red jumpers/cardigans. (Red hoodies  are not part of school uniform) 

• White polo t-shirts, shirts or blouses. 

• Grey trousers or grey skirts or pinafore dresses (Grey leggings and jogging 
bottoms are not part of our school uniform and should not be worn in school). 

• Jewellery- only stud earrings are permitted (Other items such as rings, neck-
laces are not permitted in school). 

• Black school shoes or trainers (No coloured trainers are permitted). 

• Remember we are encouraging the return of bringing a red book bag to 
school everyday 

Here is the link to our school  uniform  shop https://myclothing.com/castle
-academy/6295.school  

We understand that purchasing uniforms can be a costly affair at any time, 
however, during the current cost of living crisis this is likely to be even 

more difficult for many families. Please do contact the school office if you 
are experiencing difficulty in providing uniform and we can check our ‘Pre 

Loved Uniform’ stock and support you discretely. 

Key Assessment Dates 

It is extremely important that every pu-

pil has the opportunity to complete stat-

utory assessments and we strongly dis-

courage families from booking holidays 

during term-time, especially during as-

sessment periods. 

FS2- Baseline Assessments- Sep-

tember/October 

Y1- Phonics Screening Check- Week 

of Monday 12th June 2023 

Y2- Key Stage 1 Assessment- May 

2023 

Y4- Multiplication Tables Check- 

June 2023 

Y6- SATs Monday 8th May to Thurs-

day 11th May 2023 

PE Kit Reminder 

When does my child have PE? 

FS2– Thursday 

Y1– Monday & Wednesday 

Y2– Monday & Wednesday 

Y3– Tuesday & Thursday 

Y4– Monday & Wednesday 

Y5– Monday & Thursday (Th-swimming) 

Y6– Thursday & Friday 

Your child is expected to come 

dressed  smartly in their PE kit on 

specified days. 

• A plain white T-shirt 

• Black shorts/jogging bottoms 

• Black trainers/pumps 

• Red jumper/cardigan 

• Earrings are not permitted 

 

https://myclothing.com/castle-academy/6295.school
https://myclothing.com/castle-academy/6295.school


 

Paper based spelling sheets 

will also be sent home. The 

class teachers will let par-

ents know which day spell-

ings will be sent as this 

may differ from class to 

class. 

Online learning platforms 

such as Spelling Shed and 

Sumdog will still be availa-

ble for children to access 

from home if they wish. 

Homework At Castle Academy 

At Castle Academy, we believe that homework is an essential part of pupils’ learning. In line 

with National Curriculum requirements, homework is set and children are encouraged to, and 

expected to establish good homework habits from the beginning of their school life.  

Last Summer we consulted with parents and pupils about homework. We agreed that children 

will receive weekly paper-based homework that will be sent out every Thursday and collected 

the following Thursday.  

All children in school are expected to read at least 4 times each week. They are rewarded with 

reading stickers and prizes for achieving the different reading milestones. 

Homework Club 

We will also be 

providing opportuni-

ty for children to get 

help with homework 

during school time if 

required. Homework 

Support Club will be 

on a Wednesday 

lunch time. 

At Castle Academy, we recognise the 
importance of developing a sound 
partnership between parents and 
children with reference to children’s 
learning. 

Parental engagement in reading has a 
positive impact on average of four 
months additional progress for chil-
dren. 
Home learning activities, such as 

practicing writing and Maths, are also 

linked to improved outcomes for chil-

dren. 


