
 

 

 

 

Unit Rationale 

Year 1 
Style in Art/Narrative Art 

This unit introduces two separate subject areas within one unit: style in art and narrative art. There are four lessons on style and two lessons 
on narrative art.  

Style is introduced at this early stage in the curriculum as it is a central concept in art. It is defined as ‘how a piece of art looks’ and this is ex-
plored by reference to particular paintings techniques: pointillism used by Seurat and short brushstrokes used by Van Gogh. The children are 
given activities to allow them to explore these techniques, reflecting on the effect that they have on the viewer. The activities also allow them 
to practice mixing tints, revisiting the knowledge and skills gained from the first unit in year 1. The concept of style is revisited at the end of 
year 1 in the unit on sculpture and again in the first unit of year 5, as well as being a recurring theme in many other units.  

Narrative art (art which tells stories) is an introduction to the wider concept of history painting which is explicitly taught in year 3. In year 1 
the children learn that art can tell a story by representing characters and settings, ideas which should be familiar to children from their work 
in English.  Children will learn, by looking at paintings representing the story of St George and the Dragon, that artists can show different 
characteristics and personalities by the way they draw and paint. To consolidate this idea, children will draw their own versions of St George 
and the Dragon, in particular considering how they can show the personality of their own dragon.  


