Weekly Newsletter– Summer 1 Week 2.
Monday 25th April 2022

Dear Parents and Carers,
It was lovely to welcome the children back to school following the Easter break last week and we were
really impressed with their enthusiasm for our new Homework system. The children showed pride
when taking home their weekly homework folder and will need to return the completed home learning
to school by Thursday.
We are aware that the roadworks on Station Road will continue into this week and appreciate that this
may be causing disruption to families when dropping off and collecting children. I wanted to take this
opportunity to thank everyone for showing consideration when parking and ensuring that we continue
to park in a way that keeps everyone safe.
Miss Blagden

Reading Ambassadors

Attendance and Punctuality
Whole School Attendance: 90.8%
This is below National expectation of at least 96%

Remember doors open at 8.30am. Make the
most of learning and ensure that all children
are in their classrooms ready to learn by
8.40am.
Doors close at 8.40am and any children arriving after this time will need to enter via the
school office and will receive a late
mark in the register.

In assembly on Friday, the new Reading Ambassador initiative was launched with the whole school.
Class teachers from Y1 upwards have nominated
two pupils from each class to become ambassadors for reading. This role will include undertaking
roles as Librarians and work alongside Mrs Cope
(English Lead) to promote and foster a life long
love of reading across school.
Year 1 - Austin & Kaius
Year 2 - Rosey & Charlie
Year 3 - Judd & Ava
Year 4 - Amelia & Stanley
Year 5 - Libby & Lily
Year 6 - Elek & Mollie

Class attendance:
Spain (FS2)
Mexico (Y1)
Australia (Y2)
Madagascar (Y3)
Japan (Y4)
Chile (Y5)
Syowa (Y6)

93.6%
90.4%
91.6%
90.7%
92.4%
88.5%
88.9%

We will be resuming Reading Morning and are
looking forward to welcoming parents to come
into the school hall on alternate Monday and Friday mornings to listen to their children read between 8.30am and 8.55am.
Reading Morning Dates for this term: Monday
2nd May; Friday 13th May; Monday 16th; Friday
27th May.

School Council
At the beginning of the school year, each class created their own classroom charter. This was a good way
to include the children in decision-making processes of the classroom and to nurture a positive classroom
atmosphere. The collaboration between children and adults in age and ability-appropriate ways to agree
a charter for a rights-respecting classroom has proven to be very valuable. This week each class will be
holding a Class Conference and reviewing their Class Charter with the aim that School Councilors will feed
back in our weekly School Council meeting and work with Miss Blagden to agree a whole school Castle
Charter.
We look forward to sharing our new ‘Castle Charter’ with you in next week’s newsletter.

Well done to the following children who were awarded certificates in assembly this week.

Year Group
FS2

Name
Layla
John

Y1

Elif
Esmae

Y2

Emilija
Rory

Y3

Rafe
Chloe

Y4

Layen
Sophie

Y5

Alexandra
Ellenor

Y6

Elek
Jackson

Reason

For showing empathy by being kind and always being helpful to the children
and the staff in class.
For showing aspiration and coming back after the Easter holiday and doing super in his phonics.
For demonstrating tenacity. Elif has tried very hard in her writing this week;
forming her letters and ensuring that she is writing as neat as possible.
For showing curiosity. Esmae is always wanting to learn more about the topics
we are studying and is always asking questions.
For making an excellent start to Australia class and demonstrating all the
Astrea Values.
For demonstrating scholarship by having excellent editing and improving skills
in his writing.
For showing incredible scholarship by reading lots of times during the Easter
holidays.
For showing aspiration by working hard to improve her handwriting and
presentation of work.
For showing aspiration with his learning and not giving up on his work.
For showing curiosity within her science learning about states matter. Sophie
has asked questions to help with her understanding of her science learning.
For demonstrating scholarship by constantly having high expectations of her
own performance.
For demonstrating empathy by helping others and showing consideration for
their feelings.
For showing curiosity - reading extensively and applying his increasing knowledge gained
through his reading to his learning.
For demonstrating tenacity -having an excellent attitude towards his learning and showing
great determination and resilience which is reflected in his increasing attainment.

Knowledge is Power
“Knowledge is Power” is a popular phrase coined by the artist, statesman and philosopher, Sir Francis Bacon.
This will be our whole school theme throughout the Summer term and we will be exploring the statement and
finding out about how the acquisition of knowledge can be a powerful tool in many aspects of our lives.

Sir Francis Bacon 1561-1626
Knowledge provides us with the power to help others, in a variety of ways. It is also something that is good for
our own self esteem. In addition, knowledge imbues us with authority and enables us to act and interact with
others in a more moral way.
Knowledge can include skills, experience and education. At best, it includes all three! Knowledge can be practical
knowledge of the kind used by an engineer or a carpenter, or it can be more abstract knowledge of the kind that
a mathematician uses. Knowledge helps us to find the way to solve a variety of issues.
Power refers to the ability or capability to do something.
We are looking forward to sharing our knowledge with you and will be publishing our Knowledge Organisers for
the term ahead on our class webpages.

Homework At Castle Academy

At Castle Academy, we believe that homework is an essential part of pupils’ learning. In line with National Curriculum requirements, homework is set and children are encouraged to, and expected to
establish good homework habits from the beginning of their school life.
Last term we consulted with parents and pupils about homework. We have agreed that children will
receive weekly paper-based homework that will be sent out every Thursday and collected the
following Thursday.
All children in school are expected to read at least 4 times each week. They are rewarded with
reading stickers and prizes for achieving the different reading milestones.
Paper based spelling
sheets will also be sent
home. The class teachers
will let parents know
which day spellings will
be sent as this may differ
from class to class.
Online learning
platforms such as
Spelling Shed and Sumdog will still be available
for children to access
from home if they wish.

The agreed
changes to home
work have commence at the start
of the Summer
Term.
We will also be
providing a Homework Support Club
in school.

At Castle Academy, we recognise the
importance of developing a sound partnership between parents and children
with reference to children’s learning.
Parental engagement in reading has a
positive impact on average of four
months additional progress for children.
Home learning activities, such as practicing writing and Maths, are also linked
to improved outcomes for children.

Dates for your diary- dates in red are new
May
Monday 9th May- Year 6 Test week- please make sure your child is in school for this week.
Thank you.
Wednesday 18th May-Y6 Crucial Crew Visit; Y2 Conisbrough Castle Visit
Friday 20th May- Platinum Jubilee Celebration for families– more information to follow.
Thursday 26th & Friday 27th Y3 Austerfield Camping Trip
Friday 27th May- end of half term.
June
Monday 6th June- INSET Day;
Tuesday 7th June- Children return to school
Friday 24th June Sports Day
Wednesday 29th June– Y5/6 Kingswood Residential
July
Thursday 7th July Y4 Magna Trip
Friday 15th July Y3 & Y6 Murton Park Trip
Friday 22nd July Y6 Play
Thursday 28th July End of Year Celebration/Last Day of Summer Term

School Uniform Reminder

KS2 SATs

We are working hard with the children to ensure that we are all
dressed in full school uniform. We have noticed a number of children across school wearing items of clothing and jewellery that
are not permitted in school. Please can we ask that you support
us by making sure your child has the correct school uniform.

Our Year 6 children will be taking the end of Key Stage
2 SATs in May. Staff and pupils have been working extremely hard and it is great to hear so many Y6 children
talking about how they are using the revision guides at
home to consolidate their learning when at home.

At Castle Academy, our uniform consists of:

We are also super proud of the positive attitudes children are displaying during our weekly afterschool
Booster sessions and also during the additional Easter
Booster which took place during the recent holiday.



Red jumpers/cardigans.



White polo t-shirts, shirts or blouses.



Grey trousers or grey skirts or pinafore dresses (Grey leggings and jogging bottoms are not part of our school uniform and should not be worn in school).



Jewellery- only stud earrings are permitted (Other items
such as rings, necklaces are not permitted in school).



Black school shoes or trainers (No coloured trainers are
permitted).



Remember we are encouraging the return of bringing a
red book bag to school everyday
Here is the link to our school uniform shop https://
myclothing.com/castle-academy/6295.school

We are working hard in school to ensure that children
are as well prepared as possible for the SATS but we
are also dedicating time to promote well being. Above
you can see children enjoying a special treat to mark
the completion of the Easter Holiday Booster programme.
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